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Objectives/Learning Targets: 
Students will:

● focus on the credibility of sources.
● write responses using complete sentences with 

standard spelling, punctuation, and grammar.



Click on the link HERE or the 
picture to the right to watch a 
quick video on what types of 
sources to use when doing 
research.  

Warm-up

https://youtu.be/fQ4V8YbkazY
https://youtu.be/fQ4V8YbkazY


Desmond has to write a paper for his ELA class about why schools should offer 
computer programing classes. He has two different sources he can use to find 
information for his paper. One source he found is an article by a famous 
computer programmer who explains different statistics of the amount of 
computer programming jobs that will be available in the year 2020. The second 
resource is a blog by a Youtuber named KrazyKyle who has just started computer 
programming and argues that the sooner people learn to program the better. 

Which source should Desmond use in his paper? Why?  

Warm-up
Read the following scenario and on a sheet of paper, answer the 
question at the end of the passage.  



Warm-up Answers

Answer the following question:  Which source should Desmond use in his paper? Why? 

Sample Proficient Answer: (Answers may vary)

For Desmond’s research paper, he should use the article by a famous 
computer programmer instead of the Youtuber, KrazyKyle.  The computer 
programmer’s article is based on facts and statistics.  KrazyKyle’s blog is all 
about his opinion on programming.  In addition, KrazyKyle has just started 
programming, whereas the computer programmer has been doing 
programming for a while.  

 

 



    Learn

● When was it published or posted?
● Has the information been revised or 

updated?
● Does the topic of your research 

require new information, or will older 
sources work as well?

● Are the links working?

We will talk today about 
the CRAAP test. This is a 
great tool to determine if 
something is credible.

Currency-the timeliness of the 
information 



    Learn

● Does the information relate to your topic or 
answer your question?

● Who is the intended audience?Is the 
information at the appropriate reading 
level? (Not to easy or hard?)

● Have you looked at a variety of sources 
before deciding this is the one you will use?

● Would you be comfortable citing this source 
in your paper?

We will talk today about 
the CRAAP test. This is a 
great tool to determine if 
something is credible.

Relevant- the information is important 
for what you are researching  



    Learn

● Who is the author/publisher/source/sponsor?
● What are the author’s credentials/ the 

organizations credentials?
● Is the author qualified to write about the 

topic?
● Is there contact information, like an email 

address? 
● Does the URL reveal anything about the 

source? (.gov, .com, .net, .edu, .org, .mil)

We will talk today about 
the CRAAP test. This is a 
great tool to determine if 
something is credible.

 Authority: Who or what the information 
came from



    Learn

● Where did the information come from?
● Is the information supported with evidence?
● Has the information been reviewed or 

referred?
● Can you verify any of the information using 

another source or your own knowledge? 
● Does the language/tone seem unbiased and 

free of emotion?
● Are there spelling, grammar, or 

typographical errors?

We will talk today about 
the CRAAP test. This is a 
great tool to determine if 
something is credible.

Accuracy- the truthfulness or 
correctness of the information



    Learn

● What is the purpose? Persuade, Inform, 
Entertain?

● Do the authors/sponsors make their 
intentions or purpose clear?

● Is the information fact or opinion?
● Does the point of view appear objective?
● Are there political, ideological, cultural, 

religious, institutional, or personal biases?

We will talk today about 
the CRAAP test. This is a 
great tool to determine if 
something is credible.

Purpose- the reason the 
information exists



Practice
Look at two sources about the school lunch program.  Are 
they both reliable sources?  Use your notes to evaluate each 
one.

School Meal

Here is the link to 
evaluate it 
further:

Currency
Relevance
Authority
Accuracy
Purpose

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_meal


Practice
Look at two sources about the school lunch program.  Are 
they both reliable sources?  Use your notes to evaluate each 
one.

Here is the link 
to evaluate it 
further:

Currency
Relevance
Authority
Accuracy
Purpose

National School 
Lunch

https://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp/national-school-lunch-program-nslp
https://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp/national-school-lunch-program-nslp


Practice Answer Key
Look at two sources about the school lunch program.  Are they 
both reliable sources?  Use your notes to evaluate each one.
(Answers may vary)

Currency
Relevance
Authority
Accuracy
Purpose

When evaluating both resources, my choice of the more reliable 
source was the source from USDA. USDA is a government website 
and that tells me the information on there is going to be accurate. 
It also comes from the correct authority. I’m going to trust a 
government website to have accurate information over a wikipedia 
page that anyone can edit. The purpose for writing in the USDA 
website is to inform about specific details we might need to know 
about the lunch programs at schools and what is required. 
Wikipedia just tells a generic piece of information about lunch 
programs in the United States.



 

Additional Resources
Evaluating Sources 

Watch the above link 
and write down three 
things that you 
learned from the video 
about choosing the 
correct sources. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=21&v=EyMT08mD7Ds&feature=emb_logo

